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Environmentally 
Sustainable Health 

Systems 






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


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

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 



Radical 
transformation 
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Questions  

• What are environmentally sustainable health systems? 

• What are the vision, objectives and sustainable outcomes? 

• How can the actions be implemented? 

• What are appropriate indicators for monitoring the process and 
outcomes? 

 

 

what is healthcare’s role in the wider determinants of health? 
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• “A health system consists of all organizations, people and actions whose 
primary intent is to promote, restore or maintain health. This includes efforts to 
influence determinants of health as well as more direct health-improving 
activities. A health system is therefore more than the pyramid of publicly 
owned facilities that deliver personal health services.” (WHO, 2007) 

Health systems 
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Outputs 

• Quality care 
• Immediate health benefits  
• Social and community benefits 
• Balanced approach 
• 
• Universal health coverage 

• Co-benefits: Reduce environmental burden of disease 

• Innovative 
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Markers of success 

 ‘everybody’s business’ 

 A true indicator of quality 

 a life cycle approach 

 Supported by evidence 

 A Genuine collaborative effort 

 Implementation is standard 

 Flow-on effects 
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






















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How should actions be implemented? 























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Products of this process 
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• Bettina Menne 
–menneb@who.int 

–www.euro.who.int/ 
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Health 2020 

• Aims for the highest attainable 
standard of health 

• Supports human  right  to  health,  
solidarity,  fairness  and  
sustainability 

• Supports link between better health, 
the economy and environmental 
sustainability 

• Sustainability requires political, 
legal, and economic commitments  
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Challenges 

Environmental 
Determinants 

 
CLIMATE  
CHANGE 

 
NATURAL DISASTERS 

Heat-waves 
Fires 

Drought 
Floods 

Mudslides 
 

FOOD SECURITY 
 

VECTOR-BORNE 
DISEASE 



Social &  
Economic 

Determinants 
 

AGEING 
 

ECONOMICS  
 

INEQUALITIES 
 

URBANISATION 
 

MIGRATION 
 

TECHNOLOGY 




Health  
Outcomes 

 
NCDs 

 
LONGER 

LIFE 
EXPECTANCIES 

 
Health Systems 

 
INCREASED 
DEMANDS 

 
DECREASED 
WORKFORCE 


